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Cable Mill in Cades Cove, Great Smoky Mountains National Park
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Cable Mill is located in the Cades Cove area of the Great Smoky Mountains National Forest. John P. Cable built the mill in 1870. It was one of the only mills in the area that featured an overshot water wheel, a gravity wheel which harnesses the force of gravity acting vertically on the water as it travels from the top to the bottom of the wheel. The mill was supplied power by Mill Creek, but later, a channel was dug from Forge Creek to be able to power the mill depending on varying water levels.

 

I have to give credit to my father for the composition of the photograph. I remember as a child seeing a photograph he had taken of the mill in winter with large ice sickles on the water wheel and deep blankets of snow everywhere you looked. I can still feel the serenity of that photograph whenever I think of it. 

 

This HDR image was created in Photomatix Pro 5 by creating multiple exposures (-2,0,2 EV) from a single RAW image in Lightroom. After HDR image was created and loaded back in Lightroom, overall lighting adjustments were made. Applied structure filter from the Nik Collection's Sharpener Pro 3. Applied luminance noise reduction and slight vignetting in Lightroom.
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